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On the Entozoaria found in the eye of some 
Mammalia, and of Man in particular, By 
J. Trupeav, M. D. 


In the organs of most animals, and in| 
those of the vertebrated class in particular, , 
other animals of an inferior order are found. 
They are divided in two great classes, termed 
epizoaria When found superficially on the sur- | 
face of the body, and entozoarta when they in-| 
habit the deep-seated organs, as the brain, 
liver, uterus, intestinal canal, &c, A few 
years ago, the publication of the works of Ra- 
dolphi and of Bremser threw great light on 
their history, so litle known at that time. ‘T'o 
Von Ammon, to his pupil Gescheidt, and espe- 
cially to the celebrated naturalist Nordman, we 
are indebted for the discovery of several new 
species found in the human eye, and also in the 
eyes of some other vertebrated animals. In- 
deed, so little is known to the profession on 
this subject, which has only attracted the at- 
tention of naturalists, that, in his able article in 


the Dict. de Médecine, (25 vol.) M. Gueérard | 


seems not to be aware of the existence of insects 
inthe human eye. All the other treatises of 
special and general pathology, except Von 
Ammon’s, seem to be no better informed. Dr. 
Gescheidt, of Dresden, has published an excel- 
lent paper on the entozoaria found in the eyes 
of quadrupeds, in the last number of Von Am- 
mon’s Journal. 1 will try to collect together 
all the observations published on this subject, 
with some curious facts lately observed by 
myself. 
By the Entozoaria found in the eyes of ani- 
.—Gessner describes and delineates from 
Rhodius, (obs. 33, page 45, Ann. 1676,) a large 
worm found in the vitreous body of a horse’seye. 
It is as large as a crow-quill, and 14 inches in 
length. Gessner terms it the “Vitulus Aqua- 
ticus Minimus.” Schulze, (Ephem. Nature 
Curios., Ann. II, p. 43,) in a paper entitled 
“De Vermibus in Vivor. Crysorit,”’ relates that 
a worm of the size of a bombyx was extracted 
from the eye of a peasant boy, by the surgeon 
Caspar Wendlandt. ‘The patient was relieved, 
but lost his eye afterwards, 
_ Mongin, (Sur un ver trouvé sous la conjone- 
tive, Journ. de Méd. de Paris, tom. xxxii. Ann. 
1770,) a French physician at St. Domingo, re- 
lates that he discovered a worm between the 
tunica albuginea and the conjunctiva, ona black 
woman. The pains suffered by the patient 
Were excruciating, and had begun twenty-four 


inflamed. The conjunctiva being open, the 
worm was easily extracted. It was one inch 
in length, as thick as a small violin string, of a 
grayish colour, and dotted to both extremities. 

Bajon (Mem, pour Servir a l’hist. de la 
Guyane francaise, pp. 89 and 122, Ann. 1777,) 
relates also several cases which may be consi- 
dered as the fac-simile of Mongin’s case. But 
as it is self evident that the worms alluded to 
are the filaria medinensis, and not insects pro- 
per to the eye, I will not quote any of his 
notes, 

The presence of insects in the eyes of quad- 
rupeds is now well known to naturalists, and 
attested by many writers. Hopkins (Trans. 
of the Am. Philos. Soc., vol. ii., Ann. 1786,) 
is the first who gives a full and correct account 
of a worm found in the eye of ahorse. Mor- 
gan (ibid. p. 386) records another case, similar 
to the fact above quoted from Rhodius. These 
two cases seemed to have attracted the atten- 
tion of the European naturalists, and from that 
time numerous cases were recorded by Brown 
and ‘T'wining, in England; Chaignaud, Des- 
marests and Fermsac, in France; and, lately, 
Rudolphi, Gurlt and Von Ammon, in Germany, 
have related such facts as to leave no doubt re- 
specting the truth of their assertions. 

In the numerous cases recorded by these au- 
thors, (Chaignaud relates about 150 cases,) no 
mention is made whether the eye was diseased 
previous to the discovery of the worm. But 
they all agree in saying that the insect had 
done serious damage in the eye, as thickening 
of the lids, inflammation of the conjunctiva—in 
some cases, spots and ulcerations on the cor- 
nea. In many of these, the iris and crystalline 
were destroyed, the humours evacuated, and 
the sight lost. ‘These accidents always happen 
when the filaria is not timely extracted. 

Dr. Gescheidt mentions in his paper, that in 
India the filaria papillosa exists among horses 
and oxen under an epidemic form, and that the 
species found in the eye is always found in the 
lumbar region, sometimes in the spine, seldom 
in the brain. 

Nordman [Microscop. researches, (in Ger- 
man) 1832,] found the following new species 
in the serea fluviatilis:—the oxyuris velocis- 
sima, deplostomum volvens and clavatum, and 
the holostomum brevicandatum. 

The same author, in the above quoted work, 
asserts that the cysticercus cellulosa is fre- 
quently found in the eyes of pigs. Dr. Ges- 
cheidt, on eighteen diseased eyes of dogs, (ca- 
taract,) found a filaria, called by him F, oculi 
Jamis. 





hours previous. The eye, however, was not 
Wuoxe No. 156. 52 


The filaria is seldom met with in birds. 
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Nordman found a new species in the eye of the 
tetrao bonasia; Dr. Gescheidt accidentally dis- 
covered it in the eye of the faleo lagomus. 
Though I have for many years directed my at- 
tention towards this subject, and have exam- 
ined more than three hundred eyes of different 
species of birds, I have never found any hel- 
menithi. But I have seen on a mocking bird 
alive in the Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia, a large filaria, It had almost 
entirely destroyed the eye of the bird, and 
seemed to be very active. As the bird was 
kept by the members so as to give them a 
chance of observing it, 1 have not been able to 
procure the worm, It is undoubtedly a new 
species, for which | prepose the specific appel- 
lation of filaria armata., 

In 1836, I shot in Jersey a common hare, 
(Lyrus Virginianus) whose eye was mostly de- 
stroyed by a filaria. ‘The worm, four lines in 
length, was of pure white, and in size very 
much like athread. It emerged from a wide 
ulceration of the cornea, and was dead when I 
killed the hare. ‘This species I think is also 
new, and in case it should prove so, I would 
propose for it the name of fi/aria Oculi Ly- 
noris. 

I found in Louisiana last year, several small 
worms in the right eye of a ram which died of 
old age, They must be referred, I think, to 
the genus ascaris. ‘They were eight in number 
in the vitreous body; the length was about half 
aline. These small insects seemed to be ac- 
tive and full of life, though the ram had been 
dead for more than two hours. 

In the year 1840 I had frequent occasions of 
observing the entozoaria of the eyes of horses 
and of buffaloes in the prairies of the south- 
western district. ‘The filaria papillosa seems 
to be the most common. I have found it nine 
times on old buffalo bulls on a number of eyes, 
not less than 182, It never existed but in one 
eye. On that number, five eyes were affected 
with lenticular cataract; but I did not notice 
any disorganization of the eye. The largest of 
the I". papillosa found was more than one inch 
long, and about one-eighth of a line thick. All 
these insects were dead, and found in the vi- 
treous body. 

Among the Indian horses, the filaria papii- 
fosa, and another smaller species, which I have 
described under the name of jfi/aria lentis, are 
notuncommon. ‘The Indians are wellinformed 
of the fact, and have pointed out several cases 
to me. 

All the members of the medical profession 
have had an opportunity of observing a large F. 
papillosa in the eye of a horse exhibited at the 
Tattersall’s of this city, as having a living 
snake in its eye. 

On the Entozoaria found in the human eye.— 
The presence of insects in the human eye must 
det rmine a number of diseases and of symp- 
toms, sometimes of great severity, of which, so 
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parasitic beings cannot be detected 
assistance of the magnifying glass, and even of 
a powerful microscope. ‘To Nordman and 
Gescheidt we are indeed indebted for having 
called the attention of the profession to the v., 
rious disorders occasioned by this class of 
worms. 

; The first authentic case of entozoaria found 
in the human eye is the well-known fact of 
Semmering, (‘Tris, 1830, vol. vii. p. 717.) A 
girl of eighteen years of age had in the anterior 
chamber of the eye, a cysticercus cellulosg alive. 
hat worm seemed to have been formed after a 
violent ophthalmia. ‘The figure given by Sem- 
mering was taken when the animal could he 
detected with the naked eye, two months after 
the inflammation had subsided, This foreign 
body occasioned -but a trifling pain while mov- 
ing, and interfered with the sight only whenin 
a line with the pupil. As it grew very large, 
and fn consequence was troublesome to the pa- 
tient, it was extracted by a small incision of 
the cornea. 

Mr. M‘Kenzie, of Edinburgh, has also lately 
observed a fact much like the one related above, 
on a little girl nine years old. The insect ap- 
peared six weeks after a violent inflammation 
of the eye, as a small globule floating in the 
aqueous fluid, It was extracted by the same 
means. 

Rossi (Mem. dell Real Acad. del! Se. Torin, 
&c.) mentions that he had frequently discover- 
ed hydatids in the eye, between the choroid and 
retina, 

Nordman (Microscopic research to compar 
the history of invertebrated animals, in Ger- 
man,) has detected the filaria oculi humant in 
the aqueous fluid of an aged man affected with 
acapsularcataract. This singular threadworm 
was three-fourths of an inch in length. The 
same author found another filaria in the crys- 
talline of an old woman. It was about one 
inch long. 

Dr. Gescheidt observed a small filaria in the 
lens crystallina of a man operated on for eatarae! 
by extraction, by Prof. Von Ammon. 

The distoma oculi humani was observed and 
described by Dr. Gescheidt. Four or Sve 0! 
these small worms were found betwixt the lens 
crystalline and its capsule, on a child affectet 
with congenital cataract, and who died : 
marasmus. Their size varied from one-tourti 
to dne-half of a line in length, and their tenulty 
such as not to be measured. 

Several other small microscopic worms were 
found in the choroid, and described by Nort- 
man, as the echinnoccus hominis, diplostomum 
volvens, and monostoma lentis. ‘ 

Before endin g this paper, I propose exalllix 
ing, superficially, the question of the formation 
of entozoaria in the eye. It is needless t oie 
tion here, that the opinion of helmintholog 
is divided on this point. Rudolphi thinks .. 
the eggs of the worms are carried by circu” 
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far, the cause was not known. Several of these 
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the body. Itseems on that hypothesis difficult instrument close to the bone, with the blades 
to explain how the worms are found in the an- | opened so as to divide four lines on each side 
terior and posterior chambers. Bremser, Nord-| of the frenum. The point of the scissors being 
man, Gescheidt, don’t admit the possibility of| distinctly felt above the insertion of the genio 
Rudolphi’s opinion, and think that their pres-| hyoid muscle, the blades were rapidly closed, 
ence is owing to spontaneous generation, In} dividing by a single stroke the mucous mem- 
most all the cases above reported, we see that | brane, the insertion of the franum, and the ten- 
the appearance of the insect in the eye is pre-| don of the genioglossi, ‘The finger introduced 
ceded by some inflammation of the organ, No|}in the wound satisfied the assistant that the 
doubt that the diseased state of secretion and | tendon had been entirely divided. Blood flew 
absorption, and consequently the inflammation, | freely, but was arrested by the application of 
have had a great influence on the formation of | cold and astringents. 
the entozoaria. Are not the entozoaria products} Having not seen the patient since, I am not 
of inflammation ? able to speak of the results, As Dr. Post will 
The various disorders oscasioned by the | shortly publish the case, I will refer to the New 
presence of entozoaria in an organ of such a} York Journal of Medicine and Surgery. It is, 
delicate and complicated structure as the eye, | I think, the first operation of the kind perform- 
have been exposed at a proper place, and are | ed in the United States. 
easily understood. Inflammation of the eye, 
ulceration of the cornea, and, finally, loss of 
sight, are common consequences of their pres- 
ence. ‘I'he filarious medinensis and echinoc- ; 
cus, have been the causes of severe oppthalmia, The Brilish and Foreign Medical Review on 
In the horses and oxen, the filaria papillosa | Dr. Patne’s Medical and Physiological Com- 
have destroyed the organ. In the three cases | mentaries.—A perusal of Dr. Paine’s work has 
of filaria found on birds, they have caused | impressed us with a great respect for the au- 
death, A timely extraction would, without | thor’s industry and zeal; but we fancy that his 
any doubt, always prevent such formidable ac- | mind must be deficient in one qualification, 
cidents. which is rather important to any one who sets 
From what I have exposed, it is hardly ne- | up as a philosopher, (a title of which we should 
cessaty to mention, that the therapeutic indica- | judge, by the heading of four of his essays, that 
tions are to remove the foreign body, and to | the writer is rather ambitious,) namely, the ca- 
lessen che inflammation by appropriate means. | pability of perceiving accurately the relations 
Some authors, Chaignaud in particular, strong- | of ideas. ‘This notion we have formed from 
ly recommends to inject in theeye a strong de- | the multitude of instances of loose and incohe- 
coction of tobacco leaves. It might prove use- | rent reasoning, of contradictory statements, and 
ful, but I cannot understand upon what ground; | of misinterpretations of the opinions of others, 
especially when the worm is deeply buried in which we have detected in his treatises. To 
the tunics, and hardly endowed with life, as it bring a single objection against the assertion of 
is the case with the genius cysficercus and the | another—whether that assertion be the state- 
ucepolocys's. Rudolphi extols highly the in- | ment of a fact or the enunciation of a principle 
ternal use of the muriate of barytes, and Gurlt —seems in his mind quite sufficient to overturn 
the muriate of soda, They say that they have it. To show that a certain Jaw is not capable 
by these means killed the worm, which was. Of explaining all the phenomena of a given ac- 
subsequently removed by absorption. It may | tion, appears to be regarded by him as quite 
be true: and the remedy must certainly be | sufficiently proving that the law had no bearing 
tried in saying with Celsus—Melius anceps | on the action. Now, any one who has given 
quam nullum remedium. the slightest attention to the science of life— 
Biology— must be aware how little any phe- 
De Matalinl Re 3. | | nomena exhibited by living beings can be attri- 
| g by J. Trupeau, M. D., of | buted to the undisturbed operation of any sin- 
: New York. ole law, and how constantly the physiologist 
lhe section of the genio glossial muscles for | and pathologist are obliged to make allowance 
the cure of stammering was performed a few | for circumstances which interfere with the ope- 
days ago, in this city, by Dr. Alfred C. Post, | ration of the simplest and best understood prin- 
one of our most distinguished and enterprising | ciples. But, it may be asked, does not the au- 
Surgeons, The operation, exceedingly simple, | thor lay himself open to similar attacks? Are 
Was executed in the following manner :—The | his doctrines more securely defended than those 
patient being seated on a low stool, the head | of others? In his ownestimation they certainly 
Supported by an assistant, the mouth was wide- | are; but we must take leave to differ from him. 
ly opened, and the tongue drawn by the left} The foundation of his system is the attribution 
hand of the same assistant, upwards and slight-| of every phenomenon which-eannot be fully 
ly forwards, so as to put the muscles upon the | explained in any other way, to the undivided 
a The surgeon, seizing then a pair of | operation of the ‘vital forces;”” a sort of ‘inde- 
“Harp pointed and strong scissors, plunged the | pendent company,” of which the ‘vital princi- 
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ple” is the commander, Any attempt to pene-| western hemisphere.” We are assured 


trate their ranks is useless; their shields form 
an impassable barrier, and their spears defy the 
invader. But ancient armour is of little avail 
against the resources of modern warfare; a few 
cannon-balls sweep the supports of these old- 
fashioned soldiers *:2m under them, and the 
invaders boldly mak+ their way into the guard- 
ed spot. To speak without metaphor, we con- 
sider that any attempt to check the course of 
inquiry, by thus attributing all unexplainable 
or unexplained phenomena to the immediate 
influence of that mysterious agent, the “ vital 
force,” is a decided retrogression in physiolo- 
gical science. For there can be no doubt that 
many of these phenomena are, to say the least, 
partly explicable on physical principles; and 
that those which result from the vital properties 
of organized bodies still take place under the 
government of fixed laws, which it is the legiti- 
mate province of the philosopher to investigate, 

It seems to us as if Dr. Paine’s mind—pos- 
sessing, as it evidently does, much power, but, 
unfortunately, misdirected in the application of 
it—would have been much benefitted by that 
training in the school of physical science, which 
would have given him habits of more correct 
reasoning, and a clearer perception of the bear- 
ing of general principles. The latter with some 
persons is intuitive, by others it is acquired: 
from whatever source it arises, it is one of the 
chief characteristics of atruly philosophic mind. 
We cannot better illustrate the deficiencies and 
errors we have laid to Dr. Paine’s charge, than 
by referring briefly to his “Appendix on the 
Microscope,” (vol, i. p. 699.) The extended 
use of this instrument “threatens,” in his opi- 
nion, ‘ta subversion of physiological science.” 
He forgets that, faithfully employed, it can 
only disclose facts, But facts are stubborn 
things. He quotes a number of instances in 
which microscopic observers have differed—as, 
for example, the size and form of the globules 
of the blood—the structure of the nervous tn- 
bules; but he does not tell us how completely, 
with instruments much improved during the 
last few years, and with increased knowledge 
of the circumstances which can affect the accu- 
racy of the observation, all good microscopists 
are now agreed on these as upon a multitude 
of other interesting and important questions. 
‘ Finally,’’ he concludes, ‘tour microscopical 


: peenenners teal have it, that all nature may 


ultimately resolved into microscopical in- 
sects, (!) ‘The very rocks are composed of 
them—nay, the earth itself. .... On weighing 
one of their shells,” he afterwards tells us, ‘it 
was found to be the 187,000,000th part of a 
grain;”’ a most unfair distortion of an estimate 
founded upon measurement of the size of these 
curious bodies, and the known weight of col- 
lections of them containing a number which 
may be calculated by their size. In upholding 
this ridiculous doctrine, he tells us that *Pro- 
fessor Hitchcock is alone in his glory in the 





ever, on the authority of Dr, Paine, wh 
not mention having examined the o 
himself, that **the objects mistaken 
animaleule are nothing but er 
of earthy or metallic substances.” When pf) 
Paine has taken the trouble to examine as ‘ 
and hundreds of others have done in this cou 
try, the living animalcules, and the beautifully 
organized siliceous cases which accumulate 2 
a kind of mud at the bottom of the water in 
which they breed, and has compared these with 
similar remains, which, preserved in the most 
complete perfection,constitute the Polierschiefer 
of Bilin, or the mealy silicious earth used as food 
| by the Laplanders, he may perhaps regrethaving 
hazarded his credit upon so rash an assertion, 
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INTERMENTS in the Cily and Liberties of Phila. 
delphia, from the 12th of June, to the 19th. 
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Amenorrhea, l 
Cancer, l 
Stomach, 1 
Womb, 1 
Casualty, l 
Croup, 0 

Congestion of 
Lungs, 0 
Brain, 1 





Consumption of 
the lungs, 
Constipation, 
Convulsions, 
Diarrhea, 
Dropsy, 
ilead, 
— Breast, 
Disease of stom’h. 
Drowned, 
Dysentery, 
Debility, 
Erysipelas, 
| Enlargement of 
heart, 
' Fever, Catarrhal, 
Typhus, 
Hectic, 
Scarlet, 
Hernia, 
Hemorrhage 
from lungs, 1 
Inflammation of 
the Brain, 0 
Bronchi, 0 
Lungs, l 
0 
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Bowels, 
Pleura, 
Peritoneum, 2 
Intemperance, 2 











Carried forward, 37 
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a > a 
0| Brought for ward,37 39 
(| Marasmus, 05 
0| Measles, 0 9 
0}Maniaapotu, 3 0 
0 Old age, 1 0 
3) Palsy, 9 9 
|Scrofula, 01 
2 Small pox, 0 3 
1 Spina Bifida, 0 1 
Sull-born, 0 4 
5 Suicide, 2 0 
OSummer Com- 
7|  plaint, 07 
2 Ulceration, 1 0 
1,Ulcerated sore 
2; mouth, 01 
0, Unknown, 01 
1 Violence, 01 
1 Vomiting of blood,l 0 
1 Worms, 01 
0 i 
1 Total, 113—47 66 
0} Of the above, there 
2'were under 1 year, 39 
0} From lto 2 1 
0 2to 5 10 
1 5 to 10 6 
0 10 to 15 1 
15 to 20 2 
0 20 to 30 7 
30 to 40 17 
1 40 to 50 10 
1 50 to 60 «3 
2 60 to 70 2 
5 70 to 80 4 
0! 80 to 90 3 
0) 90 to100 9 
0) sere 
— Total, 13 
39) 
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Of the ‘above there were 9 from the alms- 
17 people of colour, and 2 from the 


house 
which are ineluded in the total amount. 


country, 
ee BOR EIGN. 
Remarks on Hydrocele in the East, and the 
use of Tincture of Iodine as an injection.—Hy- 
drocele is so very prevalent a complaint amongst 
the Malays and natives of the Madras coast 
who reside in this island, but more especially 
among the latter, that those who are free from 
it may be said to form the exceptions. Both 
classes are so averse to apply for European as- 
sistance, that seldom an opportunity occurs of 
examining any hydrocele so small as the largest 
| have ever seen athome. It is found gene- 
rally single, but not unfrequently double, and 
sometimes of such an enormous size as to ex- 
tend more than half-way down the thigh, 
Great inconvenience is occasioned, from its 
weight and bulk, to progression; and on this 
account, as Well as from the obstacle in all 
cases it forms to, and in some the total impos- 
sibility of, indulging the sexual appetite, they 
are induced to apply for relief. How itshould 
be so common among these people I cannot ex- 
plain, unless their frequent sexual indulgences;* 
and among the poorer classes, in whom the 
complaint is most prevalent, their entirely fish 
and riee diet, can have any influence in produc- 
ing such complaints. It is met with at all 
ages, fro puberty upwards, but much more 
frequently at middle life than at any other pe- 
riod, The very large hydroceles I have merely 
tapped, being afraid to inject any irritating 
fluid into so large a serous surface. On one oc- 
easion, from a single hydrocele, more than 
eight pints of serum were withdrawn. The 
smaller ones I have injected with the solution 
of sulphate of zine (3i to Zxii ;) wine and bran- 
dy, both in the pure and diluted state, and with 
the tincture of iodine (gr. xlviiii to 5i;) but 
with none, to my knowledge, have I succeeded 
in making a permanent cure.t So little sub- 











*It may be worthy of remark, that the Madras 
coast natives so frequently have recourse to indul- 
gences of an unnatural kind, that these might per- 
haps, have been noted as inducing causes ; but, on 


the other hand, the Chinese population here are | 


equally vicious in their habits, yet are, as far as ob- 
served, comparatively exempt from this disease. — 
The loose dress of the natives might also have been 
Considered a cause, were it not that the Madras 
Coast people, from their infancy, use a kind of 
l-bandage to support those parts ; whereas the Ma- 
lays and Chinese, who do not, are, as already said, 
less subject to it than them. 
_ Tt may be noticed, generally, here, that it is, 
ina measure, impossible for the private practitioner 
to come to correct conclusions in the treatment of 
se classes of natives; the difficulty arising, first, 
rom the great prejudice they have against seeking 

Uropean assistance ; second, the doubt which we 


ject are natives to inflammatory action, that, 


again and again, I have had to repeat the injec- 
tion, before the necessary degree of irritation 
was produced ; and frequently have injected the 
pure brandy without producing much. It is 
surprising, sometimes, to see violent irritations 
followed by the most trifling degrees of that 
action; and very unsightly wounds often heal 
kindly ; but wheninflammation does exist, they 
stand the depleting system very badly. 

The tincture of iodine has not been, in my 
hands, more successful than the other kinds of 
injections, when used in the same way; but 
in these cases I have injected half a drachm, 
and allowed it to remain. The result has been, 
a speedy return of the fluid, with considerable 
pain ; the last of which cases I again tapped 
four days afterwards, and the fluid that escaped 
was of a thicker consistence. I saw the patient 
two days ago, now twelve since the tapping, 
and there is no recurrence of fluid, but the tes- 
ticle is considerably enlarged ; the pain has, 
however, nearly subsided. My opinion of 
iodine is, that when used as other fluids are for 
injecting the tunica vaginalis, it will not be 
found a bit more effectual in producing a radi- 
cal cure; and when allowed to remain and be 
absorbed, if a radical cure be thereby accom- 
plished, we shall only be removing one disease 
to bring on another,—perhaps a more severe 
one—enlargement of the testicle.—Dr. G. W. 
Smith, in Lancet, 


Biphosphate of Magnesia and Ammonia in the 
Urine. —At a meeting of the Medical Society of 
London, April 5, 1841, Dr. Atison related 
the following case :—A gentleman, et. 30, of 
spare and delicate constitution, had been affect- 
ed with dyspeptic symptoms for six years. Dur- 
ing that time he had been under the care of se- 
veral medical gentlemen, but without experi- 
encing any permanent advantage. Dr. Roe 
treated him for several months with the usual 
tonics, but finding no benefit accrue from their 
use, recommended cold sea-bathing, which was 
rather hurtful than beneficial. On coming un- 
der the care of Dr. Alison, he complained of 
severe general debility, want of appetite, occa- 
sional uneasiness about the epigastrium, which 
he referred to flatus, and with which he was fre- 
quently affected. His food fermented, and be- 
came acid inthe stomach ; his countenance was 
pallid, and his frame altogether much emaci- 
ated ; he complained of a sense of coldness at 
the back, and of dull uneasiness at the loins; 
his urine was high coloured and acid, and de- 
posited a copious pink sediment; the urine 
voided more frequently than usual; tongue 
clean and moist; pulse weak, but natural in 
frequency ; his habits regular and temperate. 
He was ordered to take, occasionally during 





structions given ; and, lastly, their extreme negli- 
gence and ingratitude in not returning to inform 





always labor under that they will act up to the in- 


us of the result. 
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the day, a mixture, consisting of compound in- 
fusion of gentian, carbonate of soda, and aro- 
matic spirit of ammonia; and a pill, composed 
of Spanish soap, extract of henbane, and some 
aperient at bed-time, He was, likewise, order- 
ed to take a teaspoonful of calcined magnesia 
any morning, when the pill of the previous 
night failed to produce a motion. Friction to 
the back with a coarse dry towel, moderate 
daily exercise in the open air, an animal diet, 
and half a glass of gin or brandy to be taken 
once or twice a-day, were also enjoined. Ina 
few days he was much better, and had a good 
appetite ; he did not make water so frequently, 
there was scarcely any deposit in his urine 
which did not affect litmus paper; his general 
health still improved. He called again in a 
few days: his general health was still improved; 
his urine was now light-coloured and clear, but 
when looked at in a phial, between the eye and 
the flame of a candle, presented a very remark- 
able and uncommon appearance. It was lus- 
trous; there were hundreds of brilliant particles 
floating in the urine, which, on close inspec- 
tion, were discovered to be very minute crys- 
tals, resembling benzoic acid in whiteness and 
lustre. When allowed to remain undistubed 
fora few minutes, these crystals sunk to the 
bottom of the phial, and formed a copious de- 
posit, perfectly white, and about a line indepth. 
The urine was shown to Dr. Willis, who said 
that such a character of the secretion was rarely 
observed, and that he had seen it only two 
or three times. The crystals were those of the 
biphosphate of magnesia and ammonia. The 
aromatic spirit of ammonia and the calcined 
magnesia were discontinued; and, in the course 
of a few days, the urine had become quite 
healthy, affording no deposit, and not affecting 
litmus paper. The general health remains good, 
but the patient still complains of cold in the 
back and loins. 

No discussion followed this case, except an 
inquiry made bv Dr. Bennett, as to whether too 
much attention was not paid to the state of the 
urine in cases of merely functional derange- 
ment of the digestive organs? He had found 
in some cases that an acid condition of the se- 
cretion was aggravated, and not removed, by 
the exhibition of alkalies, and vice versd. 

Cases of sudden death occurring during Coi- 
tion, were related; one fell under the notice of Mr. 
Linnecar. In this instance the patient was a 
gentleman, about 38 years of age, suffering 
from phthisieal symptoms ; he was tall, and of 
spare habit of body. He had lately suffered 
much depression of spirits from some domestic 
calamity. On the night on which he died, he 
had walked home from the city with his wife, 
had eaten a light supper, and felt well. During 
the act of embracing his wife, he suddenly and 
instantly fell dead by her side. In this ease 
the heart was healthy; there were tubercles in 
the lungs. Death had been produced by the 
rupture of the basilary artery. There was an 








immense quantity of blood at the base of 1 
brain. ‘he second case had been seen by ‘ 
Mr. Hurcninson. It was that of aye 
tleman, about 60 years of age, of fall sie 
thoric habit; he had been in the habit of moc. 
ing a female and accompanying her home, Oy 
one occasion, during the act of coition, he sud. 
denly fell dead. In this case, also, the baila. 
ry artery was found ruptured; the death was in 
both cases instantaneous, —London Lancet, 





Singular Case of Tumour in the Pelvis, py 
Professor von D’Outrepont, of Wirzburs. 
A woman, 26 years old and well made, si 
birth when 25 years of age to her first chi 
without difficulty, ‘Towards the end of he; 
second pregnancy she again applied at the hos. 
pital in consequence of experiencing pain in the 
pelvic region. Vaginal examination diseoyer. 
ed a hard and painful tumour, extending from 
the inner surface of the left ischiam nearly 
the corresponding point on the opposite side, 
It was hard, globular, even on its surface, and 
occupied the ascending ramus of the ischiun 
and the descending remus of the pubis, andex- 
tended over the obturator foramen. It was in. 
possible to reach the lower segment of the ute- 
rus, or to feel any part of the child. 

The size and hardness of the tumour seemed 
to leave no chance of the birth of a living child, 
even by the induction of premature labour.— 
Professor D’Outrepont, who doubted whether 
the tumour was fibro-cartilaginous or a true 
bony exostosis, asked the opinion of many eui- 
nent men who saw the case. ‘They did not 
express themselves with certainty as to its na- 
ture, and the patient refused to allow an expe- 
rimental incision to be made into the tumour. 

A short time before labour began, the tumour 
was thought to have become slightly compres 
sible. When labour commenced, the profes- 
sor called a consultation in which it was ceter- 
mined that unless a great change had taken 
place in the character of the tumour, an attempt 
should be made to remove it, or to cut away 
the bone if that should be found to be impli- 
cated, and asa last resource to periorm the 
Cesarean section. 

On an examination being made, the right 
foot of the child was found to present, the cord 
was prolapsed, and did not pulsate. Phe tu 
mour, however, was found to be so much Solt- 
ened that it was possible to pass three =“ 
through the outlet of the pelvis. Protessor 
D’Outrepont brought down the foot, In doing 
which he found that the hips had compresse’ 
the tumor still more, The chief difficulty hie 
experienced in extracting the head by wit 
the foreeps, which gave the patient consi: ral 
able pain. The child was still-born | of 
was speedily recovered. After the birth 0 
the child the tumour regained its fommen 
so that the placenta could not be expelle ed 
the natural efforts, and it was necessary tom 
troduce the hand in order to remove th 
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The patient recovered rapidly, and returned 
ton weeks after her delivery, in order to have 
the tumour removed, which operation was per- 
formed by Professor Textor. [he growth was 
found to be fibro-cartilaginous, and was con- 
nected neither with the bone nor the perioste- 
um, It weighed 114 ounces, and was so hard that 
none but they who were present at the patient’s 
delivery, could have believed its previous soft- 
ening possible, The patient was completely 
cured. —-Brit. and Foreign Med. Rev., from 
Neue Zeitschrift fur Geburtskunde. 





On the Action of the Oblique Muscles of the 
Eye. By A. W, Vorxmann.—[We have sepa- 


rated this portion forom the paper on the motor | 


influences of the cerebral and cervical nerves, 
because it is not immediately connected with 
the subject there specially treated of, and that 
it may the more certainly attract the attention 
of the many who, since the operation for stra- 
bismus has been practised, have been engaged 
in experiments on the muscles of the eyeball. 
As far as we have seen, none of these observers 
have detected the mode of action ascribed to 
the oblique muscles by Professor Hueck and 
the author of this paper, and now, we believe, 
generally admitted in Germany. At the same 


IGN. 411 


of the eyeball. The rotation which it produces 


will therefore have an axis, which may be con- 


sidered as passing from the outermost part of 
the iris to the point of insertion of the optic 
nerve; in short, an axis which, instead of co- 
inciding with the visual axis, cuts it, and passes 
across it from the front and externally back- 
wards and inwards. ‘The necessary conse- 
quence is, that when the inferior oblique acts 
alone, the pupil describes a portion of an are of 
acircle; and, supposing that the view just ad- 
vanced is correct, it must turn round the outer- 
most point of the iris (which remains unmov- 
ed,) and be thus carried in a curved line up- 
wards and outwards, 

Albinus held this opinion respecting the ac- 
tion of the inferior oblique, but Bell, and with 
him many modern authors, have thought differ- 
ently. ‘The inferior oblique, they think, must 
-move the eyeball so as to carry the pupil up- 
| wards and inwards, in the direction in which 
it is carried in wincing, and in which it is fixed 
during sleep. ‘These motions, when automatic, 
are ascribed by Bell to the inferior oblique, and 
not to the combined actions of the superior and 
‘internal recti, which preside over voluntary 
| motions exclusively. But the proofs for this 
opinion are insufficient. Bell divided the su- 


time, none of the experiments lately performed | perior rectus in a rabbit, and found that the 
are in any important degree opposed to the | pupil was still moved upwards when the eye 
conclusions arrived at by these authors, and was irritated : but this might have been effected 
marked to all appearance with every necessary | by the upper fibres of the retractor bulbi, (as 


evidence of truth. } 

In an admirable but little known treatise by 
Hueck, of Dorpat, (on the rotation of the eye 
on its axis, Dorpat, 1838,) it is shown that the 
office of the oblique muscles is to turn the eye 
upon its axis, so as to render it possible for the 
rays of light from any object to fall on identi- 
eal spots on the retina, even when the head is 
inclined downwards; a condition on which, as 
is well known, singleness of vision depends. 
The observations (Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5,) related in 
the preceding paper, fully confirm this view. 
In the dog, calf, and other animals experiment- 
ed on, the axis round which the eye rotates is 
the visual axis itself, or at least its position is 
so little different from that of the latter, that 
when the oblique muscles act alone no motion 
of the pupil is discernible. In man,a rotatory 
motion must also be produced by the action 
of the oblique; for since the muscles wind on 
the eyeball in the form of a semi-circle, rota- 


‘in cap. 6.) He divided also the oblique mus- 
cles ina monkey, and it remained capable of 
all the voluntary motions of the eye, but the 
| pupil on that side on which the inferior oblique 
' was divided, was scarcely distinctly moved up- 
wards in wincing. Buta slight motion must 
require an organ for its performance not less 
‘than a great one does; and Bell has therefore 
‘unintentionally proved that the motion of the 
pupil in wincing may depend on the recti. 
But, in fact, this motion is never produced by 
the inferior oblique; for, 1st, that muscle could 
‘only move the pupil upwards and outwards ; 
2d, its action must be connected with the axis- 
rotation of the eye, of which no trace can be 
discerned in the act of wincing; 3d, the ex- 
periments already detailed prove that the con- 
tractions of the inferior oblique are not connect- 
ed with the twitching upwards of the pupil; 
4th, that same twitching upwards continues af- 
ter division of the inferior oblique. In short, 


tion is unavoidable. But in man the axis of | the position of the inferior oblique sufficiently 
this rotation is not coincident with the axis of indicates its action; it carries the pupil in the 


vision. While in the calf the direction in 
Which the oblique muscles act intersects the 
visual axis at a right angle, in man the inter- 
section 1s at an acute angle. The inferior ob- 
lique arising from the lacrymal bone goes out- 
wards and backwards, comes in contact with 
the eyeball at a point directly beneath the axis 
of rotation, and is then prolonged backwards 
and outwards, and after describing a semi-cir- 
Cle, is attached to the outer and posterior part 


are of a circle outwards and upwards. 
_ In eases in which this rotation of the eye on 
its axis really takes place, it may be discerned 
in men as well as in animals, by a mode that 
Hueck pointed out. By fixing ona small ves- 
| sel in the white of the eye, which (if possible) 
is directed transversely and horizontally across 
it, and then moving the head towards the shoul- 
der, the vessel will be found not to alter its po- 
sition; and it is therefore evident that the eye 
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turns round in the direction opposite to that in 
which the head is inclined downwards. 

The oblique muscles of the human eye, if 
they acted alone, would alter the position of 
the pupil, and consequently the visual axis; 
but they do not act alone. The straight mus- 
cles determine the direction of the visual axis, 
and this being once fixed, the action of the 
oblique muscles can be no other than that of 
turning the eyeball round its unchanging axis. 
—Ilbid, from Miiller’s Archiv., 1840. Heft iv. 
p- 480. 


Observations and Experiments on the Employ- 
ment of Platina in Medicine. By M. Ferp. 
Hoerer, M. D.—This is a lengthy but valua- 
ble contribution to medical therapeutics. The 
author first treats of platina in the metalic state, 
and of its principal compounds, and then ex- 
amines its physiological action by experiments 
on animals, and on man in a state of health, 
and when suffering from disease. Several 
cases are given to illustrate the statements of 
the author; but our space prevents us giving 
more than his general conclusions, which are 
as follows : 

1, The preparations of platina (chlorides) 
are poisons; the perchlorides in the dose of a 
scruple; the double chloride of platina and so- 
dium in the dose of two scruples. 

2. The chlorides of platina, (perchloride and 
double chloride of platina and sodium,) are less 
dangerous than the salts of gold, and the cor- 
rosive sublimate. 

3. The perchloride of platinum in concen- 
trated solution, produces acute itching on the 
skin, followed by a cutaneous eruption in the 
situation where the solution has been applied. 
Taken internally, it at first irritates the mucous 
membrane of the stomach, occasions cephalal- 
gia, reacts on the nervous centres, and thus ex- 
ercises a particular alterative action on the flu- 
ids of the economy. 

4. The double chloride of platina and sodium 
does not produce local irritation on the skin. 
Taken internally, it does not react on the ner- 
vous centres in a manner so sensible as the sim- 
ple perchloride. It more particularly augments 
the urinary secretion. 

5. The perchloride of platinum is a remedy 
very efficacious in the treatment of syphilitic 
diseases; and particularly of those which are 
old, inveterate (constitutional.) 

6. The double chloride of platina and so- 
dium is well suited to the treatment of recent 
or primary syphilitic diseases. It is also very 
efficacious in the treatment of rheumatic affec- 
tions. 

7. Platina appears to rank in the class of 
medicines called alteratives, with gold, iodine, 
and arsenic. It differs from mercury in acting 
after a previous excitation, and as its adminis- 
tration does not entail any of the evils with 
which mercury is charged. The salts of gold, 
which appear to be poisonous in much smaller 
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— 


doses than the salts of platina, 
to writers, only efficacious in « 
constitutional syphilis. 

8. Platina, as an alterative medicine, js 
ferable to mercury and to gold, —Jhid al 
Gazette Médicale de Faris, em 

On the Employment of the Sulphate of 9) 
mina in the Ulcerations and Inflammations ,; 
Mucous Membranes, By M. Detmas,—T} 
author of this paper concludes, from putheeces 
observations, that alum dissipates the inflam. 
mation of mucous membranes; and that ape 
plied to solutions of continuity of these mee. 
branes, it accelerates their cicatrization, while 
its action is never injurious when carefully ap. 
plied. It also rapidly accelerates the cicat;i. 
zation of cutaneous ulcerations, though in this 
case it is apt to induce pain and reaction, Ip 
syphilitic ulcers it is a most valuable topical 
application.—Jbid, from Bulletin Général The. 
raputique, 


are, according 
erlain cases of 


Partial Injury of one of the Halves of the 
Spinal Murrow. By M. Beoin.—L., a robust 
old soldier, aged fifty-nine, received a wound 
from a sharp-pointed cutting instrument, in the 
back of the neck. He fell immediately, and 
being unable to raise himself, was obliged w 
be carried to an adjacent house. He said he 
had been knocked down by some heavy wea 
pon, and that he had fallen, not in consequence 
of the wound in the neck, which he thought 
insignificant, but from the violent stunning 
which he felt at the instant he was struck, He 
fell backwards and on his right side ; there was 
a slight bruise on the right elbow, but no other 
sign of external violence, although he attribu- 
ted the impossibility of moving his right limbs 
to the shock and the bruises which he had te- 
ceived in his fall, or more still to the blows 
which he affirmed had been given him while 
on the ground. 

The wound was united by plaster, and the 
patient, regarding his injury as a slight matter, 
refused to be bled. On the next day he was 
taken to the Val-de-Grace, where M. Begin 
first saw him, in the evening. He then said 
that he felt nothing but a little numbness ol 
the right side. His pulse was slightly excited; 
the wound had healed, and he would not be 
bled. Cold was applied to the head and neck, 
and warmth to the feet, and antiphlogistic diet 
was ordered, He passed the night quietly. 
Next day, on examining the united wound 
more closely, it was found to be in a transverse 
direction, half an inch long, at the level of the 
fifth cervical vertebra, and nearly an inch = 
its spinous process. Its angles were — 
equally acute, rendering it probable that it " 
been made with a double-edged instruments 
there was neither ecchymosis, nor ny 
nor heat, nor pain, nor hardness about It; the 
movements of the head and neck were age 
ly free, and unaccompanied by pain, even whe 
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ied to 
felt a kind of weight in his right arm, and had 
creeping sensations in the hand ; with a little 
difficulty, however, he could raise the arm, and 
move the fore-arm ; but the fingers, half-flexed, 
could neither be opened nor closed completely. 
The right leg was absolutely motionless. A 
vague pain was felt along the right side of the 
chest, and there was perfect sensibility in every 


part of the body. The mind was clear: there | 


was slight fever. ‘The patient was bled freely 
hoth from the arm and locally; stimulants were 
applied to the feet, and cold to the head, and 
strict abstinence was observed. 

On the third day after the accident, there was 
a slight power of moving the right great toe. 
But there was much more fever, and the pa- 
tient was again freely bled. On the fourth 
day, after a very quiet night, he was a good 
deal better, but at night he became feverish, 
excited, and delirious. This condition was 
somewhat relieved by leeches; but next day 


he had a violent shivering-fit, followed by in-| 


complete reaction; at night he had low deliri- 
um, with an unequal pulse, difficult, hurried 
respiration, and hiccup, and with these increas- 
ing, he died early in the morning of the sixth 
day after receiving the wound. 


At the examination of the body, the wound, 


externally was scarcely descernible, but more 
deeply its course became more and more evi- 
dent by ihe effusion of blood in the adjacent 


tissues, In the middle of the right lamina of 


the sixth cervical vertebra there was a frag- 
ment of a knife, which projected backwards 
for about a line, and had its back directed to- 
wards the median line. Having removed all 
the cervical portion of the vertebral column, 
and cleaned its fore-port, the point of the same 





a considerable extent. ‘he patient| The shock that must have accompanied the 
violent penetration of the arch of the sixth 
vertebra, and the intervertebral cartilage, as 


'well as the part of the body of the seventh 
vertebra, perfectly explains the sensation of 
brnising and the stunning which the patient 
felt at the instant of receiving the wound.— 
|Neither during life nor after death was there 
'an erection of the penis. 

[This case is interesting in every way, but 
especially in its obvious bearing on the fune- 
'tions of the columns of the spinal marrow, and 
the nerves respectively connected with them. ] 
—Jlbid, from Bulletin de I’ Académie de Medecine. 





Caxsarean Operation saving the lives of both 
mother and child. By Dr. Konigsreup, of 
Aachen.—At noon on the 28th March I was 
called to a woman in Jabour, who, in conse- 
quence of a remarkable narrowness of the pel- 
vis, had had already, for several days, severe 
but ineffectual pains. I found that she was 
small,and bore various signs of having suffered 
from rickets. ‘The pains were very severe; the 
woman could scarcely stand; the liquor amnii 
had not yet escaped. External examination 
discovered a remarkable bending inwards of 





| the sacrum, and a furrow, nearly an inch and a 


half deep, formed by the projecting forwards of 
the two last lumbar vertebra. ‘The ossa pubis 
diverging downwards were so much pressed in 
upon the abdomen above, that all the walls of 
the abdomen above them hung over them like 
asack. ‘The vagina was hot and very narrow; 
the os uteri as large as a dollar, and very hard; 





} 
| 


| them, in the same position as, according to the 


the nembranes were moderately tense, and the 
child’s head could be obscurely felt behind 


midwife, it had occupied for the last four days. 


portion of knife was found projecting about one} An accurate measurement showed that the con- 
tenth of an inch between the sixth and seventh | jugate diameter of the pelvis was only between 


vertebre. It had broken the upper edge of the 
body of the latter, and had stuck into, but not 
passed through, the posterior wall of the pha- 
rynx. The left side of the column was cut 
away, and the vertebral canal being thus open- 
ed, the medulla spinalis was found surrounded 
by pus, mixed with the spinal fluid, and its 
surface was softened above and below the 


Wound. It had been struck by the back, or | 
rather by the blunt edge of the blade of the’ 


knife, and the cut extended obliquely on the 
right side, from the level of the origin of the 


Posterior roots of the nerves to the anterior | 


median furrow. The posterior column was 
uninjured from the line of origin of the poste- 
rlor roots to the posterior median furrow, while 
the anterior column was divided from the same 
Point to the groove occupied by the anterior 
Spinal artery. 

The portion of tie weapon that remained in 
the wound, was an inch and _ three quarters 
long, and three-fifths of an inch broad at its 


ase: it was part of a short and very sharp 
dagger-knife. 


> 
W HOLE No. 156. 53 


_twoand two inches and a half long, and I there- 


fore determined on the Cesarean operation as 
the only means of effecting delivery; for, even 
if perforation and embryotomy could have been 
performed, they were forbidden by the child 
being sull alive, and the patient rapidly sink- 
ing. 

The incision was commenced half an inch 





j 
| 


on one side of the umbilicus, was then turned 
to the linea alba, and, extending for six inches, 
terminated close to the os pubis. ‘The uterus 
_ presented at the wound, and was divided in the 
same direction as the external incision, and 
opened for an inch at its upper part. The 
membranes were now breken somewhat lower 
down, carrying the finger along on the knife, 
and the waters were allowed to flow per vagi- 
nam; the wound in the uterus was then carried 
on, and the membranes separated lower down. 
The right shoulder of the child now pressed 
into the wound, and was slowly pushed on, 
bringing after it the right arm, the chest, the 
buttocks, and the lower extremities; the head 
stuck in the wound, and required great care in 


} 
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removing it. ‘The intestines, which were for- 
cibly pushed forwards, were held back by large 
sponges, and the placenta was removed with 
the hand as soon as possible. ‘he hemorrhage 
throughout the operation was inconsiderable; 
and after as much as possible of that which had 
flowed had been pressed out of the abdomen, 
the wound was united by suture and plaster. 
The operation lasted twelve minutes. Four 
hours after, bloodjetting was found necessary 
to calm the violent inflammatory excitement 
that had commenced; but after this, with only 
mild treatment and perfect abstinence, (for hun- 
ger, Says the author, is the best antiphlogistic, ) 
the case went on perfeetly well; the wound 
was healed, and the patient entirely recovered 
four weeks after the operation. ‘The child also 
was healthy from its birth, and grew yery ra- 
pidly.—J0., from Cusper’s Wochenscrift, Dee. 
5, 1840. 


On Kyanised Timber. By Dr. Scuwete, 
of Carlsruhe.—The discovery made in England 
by Mr. Kyan, namely, that wood might be pre- 
served from dry-rot and the destructive attacks 
of insects, has now, we are told by the anthor, 


FOREIGN. 


ventillated places, the case is different, Feo. 
rience may not have hitherto shown tat: des, 
gerous consequences have followed; py} i 
there be reason to suspect the possible ocen 
rence of these on physical grounds, this js anf 
ficient to justify a government in interfering to 
prevent the use of such timber forthe constrye. 
tion of houses, 

3d. It need hardly be said that wood thus 
‘impregnated with corrosive sublimate, jg 
| wholly unfitted for the making of vessels to 
‘hold articles of food or drink, either for the use 
}of man or animals. 
4th. A fourth and very important considera. 
tion is, that Kyanised wood when used up 
eannot be safely employed for fuel like ordinary 
wood; the mereury contained in old wood 
‘might be thus volatilized and spread in vapour 
through the apartments of a house, leading to 
‘the slow destruction of life by poison, by civ. 
‘ing rise to protracted illness. It could only be 
|safely burnt in close stoves or vessels, where 
| there was a free current of air to carry off the 
/mercurial vapour. f 
‘Fhe chips or cuttings of wood of this de- 
|seription, might unknowingly be employed as 











come into such general use on the continent, as | fuel by labourers and others engaged in work- 
to require an examination into its mfluence on | ing the timber. 

public health. Kyan’s process consists m sa-| From the preceding remarks it may be ir- 
turating wood thoroughly, by long immersion, | ferred, that some precautions should be taken 
with a solution of corrosive sublimate, in the | by a government in allowing the application of 
proportion of two pounds of sublimate to one | this process; and it is at the same time a duty 


hundred measures of water. 

In regard to the influence of this process on 
public health, the following points require 
attention : 

Ist. From the ready absorption of this poi- 
sonous liquid through the skm, the mere mani- 
pulation of the timber exposes the workmen to 
much danger. 

They should be warned not to dip their hands 
in the liquid more than can be avoided. They 
should wear linen, which ought to be frequently 
washed; the water used in washing either 
their persons or their linen should have muri- 
ate of ammonia dissolved in it, so as to preci- 
pitate and separate the pofson more effectually. 
Lastly, the earth on which any of the poison- 
ous liquid may fall should after a time be dug 
up and buried ima deep hole. 

2d. As a matter of medical police, it ts pro- 
per to enquire whether under certain circum- 
stances, mercury may not be volaulized from 
wood thus prepared, and produce its usual 
dangerous effects upon those exposed to the va- 
pour. 

The occurrence of prejudicial effects from 
this cause has been denied, because the crews 
of vessels built of Kyanised timber have re- 
turned healthy after long voyages, even in tro- 
pical latitudes. Where there is a free access 
of air, as in the wood used im railways (sleep- 
ers,) no danger from this source is tobe appre- 
hended ; but when the wood is employed in the 
construction of close apartments, in damp or ill- 


'to ascertain whether some harmless substitute 
equally preservative may not be found for the 
deadly drug at present used. 

The author says that a substitute of this kind 
is now well known and much employed, 
namely, the sulphate of copper. This effects 
the same ehemical changes on the soluble 
principles of wood as corrosive sublimate ; and 
although being a poison the wood cannot be 
used for the manufacture of domestic utensils, 
yet the metal copper is fixed, and when the 
wood after use is burnt, there is no fear of Its 
giving out poisonous vapours. Owing to this 
it might also be safely employed in the con- 
struction of houses or in buildings for the use of 
man and animals. It is then a fair question 
whether a government ought not to prohibit 
the use of timber thus saturated with sublimate, 
and recommending as a substitute a solution of 
the sulphate of copper. 

[We consider this to be a very important 
paper, and deserving the attention of a board of 
medical police, if there were such in this coun- 
try. Fortunately, the process in England 's 
patented, and this circumstance has, to the great 
benefit of the community, restricted its applica 
tion. Should the use of Kyanised timber spread 
after the expiry of the patent, which we believe 
there is little fear of, as the process is likely ‘9 
be superseded by a more effective one, we M@Y 
expect that cases of poisoning will be frequen! 
not so much in consequence of the fragments ot 





wood being used for fuel, as from its being '€- 
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norantly used in the construction of barrels, | 
tubs, cisterns, spouts for the holding of water, | 
milk, wine, or other liquids, it is absurd to | 
say that its use should be restricted to out-ol- | 
door purposes, since you cannot provide know- | 
ledge for the lower classes of artificers; and, | 
whether by accident or through ignorance, Ky- 
anised wood will be frequently used for pur- 
poses not contemplated by the inventor of the 
process, ‘The bare possibility of a danger of| 
this sort occurring, is, as Dr. Schweig observes, 
ai once a sufficient justification for a govern- 
ment to interfere. 

We believe that the authoris mistaken in 
thinking that sulphate of copper is equally ef- | 
fective aS corrosive sublimate, imperfect as | 
even this is, and he seems quite ignorant of the | 
more recent discovery of Sir William Burnett, | 
that chloride of zine is greatly superior to both 
in the preservation of wood, and yet more in 
the preservation of sail-cloth, and cordage. 
The great superiority of this agent is yet fur- 
ther enhanced by its want of poisonous quali- 
ties. We, believe Sir William Burnett has 
obtained a patent for this discovery, and that it 
is deservedly taking the place in this country 
of the more dangerous process of Mr. Kyan. } 
—Ilbid. from Henke’s Zeitschrift, f. d. S. A.; 
1, 1840. 








On the Removal of Foreign Bodies in the 
Joints by means of Subcutaneous Incisions, By 
Dr. Goyranp, of Aix.—This new method of 
operating was suggested by the fact, that in- 
cisions made into the joints through such small 
external openings that the air cannot obtain ad- 
mittance to the cavity, are never productive of 
that severity of inflammation which follows 
wounds with wide external apertures, and 
which, in the operations hitherto performed for 
this disease,has so often terminated fatally. The 
proceeding recommended by the author con- 
sists in pushing the loose body (if in the knee- 
joint,) into the synovial pouch above, and to 
the outer side of the patella, beneath the vastus 
externus muscle, and while an assistant holds 
it fixed there, passing a narrow knife through 
the skin at some distance above the joint, and 
through all the intermediate tissues down to 
the foreign body, Without enlarging the open- 
ing in the skin, the synovial membrane and 
adjacent tissues over the loose substance are 
how to be freely divided, till, by the pressure 
on the latter, it slips out of the joint through 
the wound, and lodges itself in the subcutane- 
ous cellular tissues, or in some of the other tis- 
sues between the skin and the joint. After this 
the patient must remain at rest for several days, 
(the small external aperture being merely co- 
vered by sticking-plaster,) till all chance of in- 

ammation occurring has passed away. The 
foreign body dislodged from the interior of the 
joint, will form a cyst for itself, and remain in 
its New position without producing any annoy- 


it may easily be removed by a single incision 
through the skin over it, which will no longer 
be likely to excite any inflammation of the 
joint itself, 

The author details a case in which this me- 
thod of operating was adopted with perfect suc- 
cess. ‘I'wo loose cartilages were dislodged, 
and pushed into the tissues adjacent to the 
joint. One was subsequently removed by an 
incision through the skin; the other was al- 
lowed to remain, and it produced no inconve- 
nience whatever. ‘Through the whole course 
of the treatment the patient had not a bad 
symptom, although less precautions were adopt- 
ed than are usual in this description of cases. 

{We understand that Mr. Syme, of Edin- 
burgh, performed this operation, and with com- 
plete success, without previous knowledge of 
M. Goyrand’s proceeding. )—Jbid, from Annales 
dela Chirurgie Francaise et Etrangere. 





On the Efficacy of Chloride of Zine in the 
Treatment of Acute and Chronic Gonorrhea.— 
By M. Gauprior.—After a large number of 
observations, the author of this memoir con- 
cludes that the chloride of zine, properly dilu- 
ted, has a remarkable power in curing simple 
gonorrheea of the urethra and vagina, also in 
dilating the urethra, and thereby ameliorating 
strictures. He believes that it is always by 
an inflammation sui generis that the discharge 
is cured, and that injections of the chloride ot 
zine determine a series of phenomena not pro- 
duced by other caustics. It is only necessary 
to use a few drops of injection, as the extremi- 
ty of the urethra is the only part to which it 
should be applied. ‘To combat vaginal gonor- 
rhea in women, M. Gaudriot proposes a new 
proceeding, which consists in the use of solid 
vaginal suppositories, composed of a paste 
made to melt easily, and containing a certain 
quantity of liquid chloride of zine and sulphate 
of morphine. 

In men the anthor employs the following 
formula: 

Liquid ehloride of zine, 24 to 36 drops, 

Distilled water, four ounces, 

Agitate and filter through paper. 

A small quantity of this solution should be 
injected about an inch along the urethra, two 
or three times a day. 

The vaginal suppository which he employs 
is formed of 

Liquid chloride of zine, 5 drops. 

Sulphate of morphine, half a grain. 

Mix with three draehms of the following paste 
Mucilage of gum tragacanth, 6 parts. 
Powdered sugar, “ 

Starch powder, 9 

‘To cure radically a gonorrhea in man, it will 
ordinarily suffice to apply two injections a day 
for two or three days. ‘The first injections are 
almost always followed by more or less swell- 
ing of the glans penis, but this does not pre- 
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In women, four or six suppositories, one be- 
ing introduced every day, or every second day, 
suffice to obtain acure. The first introductions 
frequently occasion a swelling, with more or 
less heat of the vulva, but these phenomena 
are soon completely dissipated. Emollient 
baths have in most of the cases been employed 


_ NN, 
fluids furnished by this canal, by the Vesicul 
seminales, the prostate, and Cowper's ao 
have no other function than to fayour their di 
lution and movements. ‘The most perfect a 
always found the nearest to the excretory ori. 
fice. ‘The most mobile, those which live the 
longest, are those which are voided 





for this purpose.—Jbid, from Journal des Con-| copulation. The ovules, secreted by t 


naissances Médicales Prutiquesetde Pharmacolv-' 
gre. 


during 


. he ova- 
ries, are also, according to M, Lallemand, liy. 


‘ing bodies before fecundation; they attain per- 


| fection in the oviduets after their Separation 


Mode of Action of Cubebs and Copaiba. By | from the ovary,and comport themseves exactly 


M. Ricorp.—At the sitting of the Royal, 
Academy of Medicine, on the 8th of Septem-_ 


ber last, M. Ricord showed a design of a case 
of accidental hypospadias, resulting from a 
urinary abcess, The patient affected with this 
infirmity having contracted a gonorrhea, it 


| as the zoospermata. 

[From the last proposition the editor of 
I’Expeérience dissents, stating that the zoos. 
permata are complete beings, endowed with 4 
peculiar independent life: but the ovules, on 
the contrary, are fragments of the ovary, which 


gave rise to some curious observations. The only participate in the general life of the indi. 


discharge first showed itself in the vesical por- | 


tion of the urethra, afterwards the part situated 
before the solution of continuity was invaded 


vidual, as all other parts of the organism, and 
do not acquire the independent life of spermatic 
animacules until after fecundation.}—J/b,, from 


in its turn. Treated by copaiba, the vesical | L’Expereence. 


portion was soon cured, but the disease con- | 
tinued in the other part, and afterwards com-_ 
municated it to the portion already cured.— | 
Cubebs was administered, and the discharge | 
again ceased in the posterior portion of the | 
canal. These facts show, according to M. 
Ricord, that cubebs and copaiba cure syphilitic 
discharges by the principles or properties which 
they communicate to the urine, and of which 
the urethra receives the influence by the pass- 
age of that fluid.—J6id, from Arch. Gen. de 
Med. 


On the Origin and Mode of Development of 
Zoospermaia. By M. Latutemannp.—The zoos- 
permata secreted by the testicles are suscepti- 
ble, as all the products of secretion, of modifi- 
cation by all severe diseases, and by any cause 
greatly or protractedly disturbing the economy. 
Thus they diminish in number, in volume, in 
density, in vitality, according to the severity of 
the affection, and resist, more or less, putrid 
decomposition. They may beeome very scarce, 
and even be replaced by pyriform, ovoid, or 
spherical bodies. ‘They are very mobile in 
their living state, and remarkable after death 
by their brilliant aspect, and the regularity of 
their forms. At the age of puberty these glo- 
bules precede the appearance of the complete 
zoospermata, and replace them in old age and 
in certain pathological states, by which it ap- 
pears that they are incomplete unformed secre- 
tions. ‘The same phenomena are observed in 
healthy animals at each periodical return of 
heat. The zoospermata are most numerous in 
the secretory canals of the testicles, where they 
are almost dry, and heaped one upon another, 
most frequently in groups, of which all the 
heads are directed towards the epididymis, 
and the tails towards the surface of the tes- 
ticle. In the vasa deferentia they separate 
and become more mobile and perfect. The 





Radical Cure of Varicocele by means of In- 
vaginalion and Shortening of the Scrotum, By 
Dr. Lenmann.—The mode of operating here 
recommended is very similar to that which the 
author has in several cases adopted successful- 
ly for the radical cure of hernia. A portion of 
the relaxed and elongated scrotum is to be 
pushed up on the fore-finger of the left hand, 
and invaginated into the part above it, till the 
finger reaches the external abdominal ring. 
Holding the parts in this position, a broad 
curved needle, with a double thread passed 
through an eye near its point, is to be carried 
along the left finger, through the bottom of the 
inverted portion of the scrotum, and to be made 
to penetrate it and the integuments immediate- 
ly over the external ring. The thread is then 
to be removed from the eye, and the needle 
drawn back and again carried through the in- 
verted portion of the scrotum and the integu- 
ments, at a distance of about half an inch from 
the parts previously penetrated. ‘The threads 
passed through the two apertures being now 
drawn, the invaginated portion of scrotum may 
be pulled up to any desired height; in general 
it must be drawn very nearly to the external 
ring; for in the subsequent progress of the 
cure, the relaxation of the parts is so great that 
the folds and wrinkles thus produced are almost 
entirely obliterated. The threads then having 
been drawn must be knotted, and the parts thus 
tied up must be left for eight or nine days, 
under a soothing and cooling regimen, by whieh 
time adhesion will have taken place between 
them and the cut edges, and, by the excora- 
tion which the discharge produces between 
the opposed surfaces of the inverted portion of 
the scrotum and that into which it is pushed. 

The author relates six eases in which his 
mode of operating was adopted with success, 
but in none of them had sufficient time elaps 
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adil 
before the publication of the paper, to enable 
one to say whether this measure was likely to 
be more permanently beneficial than the others 
which have been proposed for curing varicocele 
by bringing on the same change in the scro- 
tam. Of all these the simplest, and, as far as 
we have seen, the most successtul, is that re- 
commended by Mr. Wormald. (See Brit. and 
For. Med. Rev., vol. vi. p- 274.—Ibid, from 


Med. Zeitung. 





Practical Considerations on the Treatment of 
White Swelling. By Dr. Forcer.—The only 
novelty in this paper is an account of the em- 
ployment of the murtate of baryta (chloride of 
barium,) in cases of chronic arthritic disease, 
as used in the hospital of La Pitie. The au- 
thor considers it to be a most useful medicine, 
both in the acute and chronic state of white 
swellings, especially in scrofulous patients, 
and believes that in some cases it has alone 
sufficed to effect a cure, while usually great 
amendment has followed its use, though the 
cure may not have been complete. The usual 
dose has been six decigrammes, continued for 
amonth. The citculation is very generally 
lowered, the pulse being depressed from sixty 
ar eighty to forty, or even twenty-five [7] in 
the minute. Local bleeding and compression 
have been advantageously combined with the 
employment of the baryta.—Jbid, from Bulletin 
General de Therapeutique. 





On the Structure of the Placenta. By Dr. 
Joun Rem, F. R. C. P. D., Lecturer on Physi- 
ology, &e.—It is with great pleasure that we 
find ourselves again called upon to notice the 
results of Dr. Reid’s industry and skill in the 
prosecution of anatomico-physiological ingui- 
ries; and our pleasure is the greater in the 
present instance, because his recent labours 
have given what is to our minds a very Satis- 
factory solution of a long-disputed questioa of 
no slight interest, the connexion between the 
fetus and the uterus of the human female. We 
shall briefly state the facts observed by Dr. 
Reid, and his inferences from them. 

In dissecting the uterus, with the attached 





and even passing into a neighbouring sinus, 
and sometimes scarcely dipping into“Vhe sinus. 

These tufts were clearly ascertained to belone 
to the fetal system, being filled by injection of 
the umbilical veins and arteries, bound together 
so as to form apparently but one set of fila- 
ments,—a structure exactly corresponding, 
therefore, (as Dr. Reid justly remarks,) with 
the branchial filaments of aquatic animals. 
These tufts lay within the uterine sinuses in 
some degree loose, but were observed to be 
bound down at various points by reflexions of 
the inner coat of the venous system of the mo- 
ther upon their outer surface (just as, it may 
be pointed out, the intestines are supported in 
the abdominal cavity, by the reflexions of the 
peritoneum.) It is on account of this kind of 
union, that the tufts cannot readily be withdrawn 
from the sinuses, the connecting vessel usually 
giving way in preference. 

With this clue Dr. Reid proceeded to exam- 
ine minutely the structure of the placenta itself; 
and he succeeded in demonstrating that the 
greater part of its substance exactly corres- 
ponds with the tufts just described; being 
composed of bundJes of filaments interwoven 
with each other, each filament being composed, 
like those of the tufts, of a ramification of the 
umbilical artery and vein. There is no cellu- 
lar or any other tissue filling up the spaces be- 
tween the branches of the fetal placental ves- 
sels ; the so-called cells being merely the inter- 
stices between the interlacing tufts, which 
tufts do not seem, in spite of their close approx- 
imation, to be actually connected with each 
other. Upon tracing the coats of some of the 
utero-placental veins, which contained none of 
the tufts, and of the curling arteries, through 
the decidua it was found that they were reflect- 
ed over these prolongations of the umbilical 
vessels within the placenta ; just as the lining of 
the uterine sinuses is reflected over the tufts 
which project into them. ‘The interior of the 


placenta is thus shown to consist of the rami- 


cations of the umbilical vessels, the blunt ter- 
minations of which are ensheathed in prolonga- 


tions of the inner coat of the vascular system of 
| the mother, or at least in a membrane continu- 


placenta, of a woman who had died suddenly | ous with it. 


during the seventh month of pregnancy, Dr. | 


Reid’s attention was attracted towards a num- 
ber of rounded bands, passing between the ute- 
"he surface of the placenta, and the inner sur- 
face the uterus. ‘These bands [which were 
distient from the utero-placental vessels de- 
scribed by the Hunters} were generally ob- 
Served to become elongated, thinner, and of a 
cellular appearance when put on the stretch, 
re were easily torn across; whilst at other 
mes, though much more rarely, they could be 
leat out in the form of tufts from the mouths of 
fo ae sinuses. Some of these tufts were 
und to be much more elongated than others, 
Mr extending an inch from the open 
n of the sinus by which they had entered, 





If we adopt this view of the structure of the 


placenta, the blood of the mother when it pass- 


es into that organ, through the curling arteries 
of the uterus, may be regarded as entering a 
large sac formed by the inner coat of the vas- 
cular system of the mother, and this is inter- 
sected in many thousands of different direc- 
tions, by the placental tufts prosecting into it 
like fringes, and pushing its thin wall before 
them in the form of sheaths, which thus closely 
envelope both the trunk and each individual 
branch composing these tufts. Round this sae 
the maternal blood is returned by the utero- 
placental veins, without having been extrava- 
sated, or without having left her own system 
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of vessels. Into its cavity, the tufts of the 
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placenta hang, like the branchial vessels of 
aquatic animals, and are bathed in the blood of 
the mother, just as are those tufts which pro- 
ject into the sinuses. ‘This sae is protected 
and strengthened on the foetal surface of the 
placenta by the chorion; on the uterine sur- 
face of the decidua vera (of the existence of 
which in this position Dr. Reid has satisfied 
himself,) and on the edges or margin by the de- 
eidua reflexa. The blood of the mother and 
that of the fetus can readily act on one ano- 
ther through the spongy and cellular walls of 
the placental vessels and the thin sac ensheath- 
ing them ; just as the blood in the branchial 
vessels of aquatic animals is acted on by the 
water in which they float. According to this 
view of the structure of the placenta (which, 
when once understood, is found to be charac- 
terized by extreme simplicity, as well as by 
conformity to analogy,) there is no proper di- 
vision into the fetal and maternal portions, 
since tufts of placental vessels with their blunt 
terminations may be found immediately under 
the chorion covering its fetal surface, as well 
as towards the uterine surface, 

From a small number of observations made 
upon uteri and placente of different ages, Dr. 
Reid is disposed to conclude (theugh he by no 
means wishes to state it as a positive fact) that 
the degree in which the tufts of fetal vessels 
project into the uterine sinuses increases with 
the advance of gestation. When the placenta 
is detached, at the conclusion of delivery, it 
would seem that most if not all of the tufts are 
retained within the sinuses, being kept there 
by the connexions already mentioned. We 
think it not unlikely, however, that some may 
be occasionally drawn out, but escape observa- 
tion; and we would suggest to those of our 
readers whose practice affords them facilities 
for so doing, that they take pains to ascertain 
this fact, by immersing the placenta in the wa- 
ter, as soon as may be after its separation, and 
carefully observing whether avy such tufts 
hang down from the placental surface, when it 
is placed horizontally and on looking down- 
wards. Whether this be the case or not, how- 
ever, the existence of the tufts has been placed 
beyond a doubt by Dr. Reid, who has satisfied 
Professors Alison, Allen Thompson, and J. Y. 
Simpson of their character; and Dr. Sharpey 
has given the weight of his testimony, based 
upon independent observation. Feeling, as we 
do, great confidence in Dr, Reid’s caution and 
sagacity as well as anatomical skill, we have 
little hesitation in according with the general 
view of the structure of the placenta, by which 
he has been led by this interesting discovery ; 
and we trust that it will receive full confirma- 
tion from the researches of others. 

Dr, Reid’s paper contains, besides an account 
of his own researches, a summary of opinions 
of others on this questioverata, Of these, We- 
ber’s views appear to present the nearest ap- 
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proach to his own, Weber had not noticed any 
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prolongation of the fetal vessels beyond the pla 


ae : but he had spoken of the continuation o 
1e venous canals of the mother into the place 
ta, where, aceording to him, they dilate m4 
large sinuses, upon the walls of which the ™ 
cental tufts are not only ramified, but also os 
ject into the interior, carrying the walls of the 
sinuses before them, much in the manner de. 
scribed by Dr. Reid. The chief difference be. 
tween the two sets of views consists therefor: 
in this,—that Dr. Reid considers the interior of 
the placenta in the light of one large sae, oop. 
tinuous with the uterine vessels, having its Ca. 
vity divided by the interlacement of the ramifica. 
cations of the feetal vessels, which are covered 
by the reflexions of the lining of the Sac, into 
numerous small cells communicating with 
each other, whilst, according to Weber, several 
smaller cavities or sinuses are contained in the 
substance of that organ. 

Those who are curious in Morphological 
Science will not have much difficulty in per. 
ceiving a strong analogy between the mode in 
which the feetal blood is thus renewed, by be- 
ing brought into relation with the matemal 
fluid, and that in which the blood is aerated in 
the mollusea, The relative positions of the pla- 
centa and the branchie (the structure of which 
has been shown to be essentially the same) in 
respect to the heart, rectum, &c., have a very 
close correspondence,—LKdinburgh Med, and 
Surg. Journal, 





On Bleeding in Mania. By W. A. f. 
Browne, M. D., Superintendent of the Dum- 
fries Asylum.—Dr. Browne not only condemns 
the use of bloodletting in mania, but goes so 
far as to say that **in nine cases out of ten, 
when a professional man even of eminence !s 
called to a case of recent mania, he orders ge 
neral depletion, the liberal exhibition of the so- 
lution of tartar emetic, brisk catharties, an 
cold applications to a shaven scalp. If the 
symptoms, and especially the violent and rapid 
pulse, continue or return in unabated foree, the 
patient is perhaps bled again from the arm, 0! 
if not, he will be cupped and leeched to acer 
tainty. And after these energetic measuresare 
manfully urged for days or weeks, and theta 
tar-emetic lustration fails in every respect, © 
cept in producing a nausea quiet, an asylum Is 
recommended as ‘the last resource.” Di. 
Browne then states that such treatment Is ne! 
confined to mania: * The melancholic mono 
maniac and maniac, and all the species 
cluded under these general terms, are IIS © 
jects or its victims. The subject is too me 
mentous for ridicule; but ridiculous and cod 
fensible must that system be which inclu " 
all the foregoing diseases under one category. 
and draws blood and drenches upon the a. 
principle and with the same degree of dise 
mination as a leech,” ; 

We agree entirely with Dr. Browne! le 
ing the subject too momentous for ridicules 
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we consider it as at the same time too momen- 
tous for exaggeration; and we cannot help fear- 
ing that in his anxiety to warn his readers 
against the injury arising from the indiscrimi- 
nate use of the lancet In mental affections, Dr. 
Browne has unconsciously and unjustifiably 
allowed himself to bring a strong general 
charge against his brethren, which, if true to 
the extent which he alleges, would be a re- 
proach and disgrace to them. We believe that 
in many cases bleeding and tartar emetic are 
used where they had been better omitted. But 
so far as our information and experience go, 
we have no hesitation in affirming that instead 
of nine out of ten intelligent general practition- 
ers following the culpable course here ascribed 
to them, those who do so constitute only a 
small minority of the whole. From the strong 
language used by Dr. Browne, and his charge 
being specially extended to the intelligent and 
eminent among general practitioners, we are 
forced to the conclusion that he must have 
either overstated his case, or been unusually 
unfortunate in meeting with so many instances 
of mismanagement. We concur cordially with 
him in his objections to general bleeding and 
nauseating in mania, in his anxiety for the early 
removal of the insane to an asylum, in the ge- 
neral propriety of a generous diet, and we are 
as earnest as he can be that no cases of mal- 
treatment should ever occur. But for that very 
reason we contend that he onght either greatly 
to have restricted his charge against his pro- 
fessional brethren, or fo have produced proofs to 
substantiate it, We know that cases such as 
he describes are to be met with more frequent- 
ly than is creditable to the parties concerned; 
but afier twenty years’ experience, we can ho- 
nestly aver that instead of their amounting to 
nine cases out of ten, of those treated by well- 
informed and sensible practitioners, as Dr. 
Browne assumes, they have been few and far 
between compared with those treated without 
general depletion. And on inquiry among our 
medical acquaintance, we should say that in- 
stead of nine out of ten practitioners, ‘‘even of 
eminence,” falling into the error imputed to 
them, the large majority would condemn it as 
heartily as Dr, Browne himself. Appearing, 
as this statement now does, without proofs, it 
's calculated to rouse in the minds of Dr. 
towne’s brethren an unfriendly feeling to- 
wards himself, and thereby to diminish his in- 
lence when really in advance of them, by di- 
ne their confidence in his accuracy and 
judgment.—Jb., from Edin. Month, Jour. 





On the action of certain Inorganic Compounds, 
_ troduced directly dats: the Blood. By 
Ames Brake, Esq., M. R. C. S.—The present 
ae continuation of a memoir read at the 
: “an des Sciences of Paris, in 1839, and 
a Efféts de diverses substances salines, 
eae dans le systéme circulatoire.” (See 
“chives Générales de Médecine, Nov. 1839. ) 





After some preliminary remarks, the author 
gives a list of the various substances of which 
he noted the effects, when they were severally 
injected into the venous or arteria) systems, 
arranged according to the nature of these ef- 
fects, ‘The substances experimented on were 
the salts of magnesia, zinc, lime, strontia, 
baryta, lead, silver, soda, potass, and ammonia. 
The author carefully inquires into the phenome- 
na, apparently arising from the direct contact of 
each of these substances with the animal tis- 
sues, and more particularly into the effects pro- 
duced on the heart, on the muscular and ner- 
vous tissues, and on the pulmonary and sys- 
temie capillaries. The general conclusion 
which the author is led to draw from these re- 
searches is, that there exists a close relation 
between the chemical properties of the sub- 
stances experimented upon and their physiolo- 
gical effects ; his experiments tending to prove 
that, when introduced into the blood, substances 
that are isomorphous exert similar actions on 
the living tissues. He notices, however, two 
exceptions to this law; namely, the similarity 
of the actions exerted on the pulmonary tissue 
by the salts of lead and silver, although these 
salts are not isomorphous; and also the action 
on the nervous tissue of the salts of ammonia, 
being different from that of the salts of potass. 
But he remarks that the oxide of lead bears a 
close analogy to the oxide of silver in its rela- 
tion to organic compounds; and also that the 
salts of ammonia, in separating themselves 
from those of potass by their action on the ner- 
vous tissue, yet become closely connected in 
this respect with the poisons derived from or- 
ganic substances, with which their chemical 
composition is so strikingly analogous. The 
general fact, previously announced by the au- 
thor, in his memoir read to the Academy of 
Sciences, at Paris, namely, that salts with the 
same base have analogous actions when intro- 
duced directly into the blood, may be consider- 
ed a corollary of the above law. —-2ihenzum, 





Observations on the Blood Discs and their con- 
tents, by Joan QuekerttT, Sludent of Human and 
Comparative Anatomy at the Royal College of 
Surgeons, (Communicated by Dr, Pereira.) — 
The author’s observations in the paper whose 
title has just been given, lead him to the fol- 
lowing conclusions :—That each red particle of 
human blood is a flattened circular disc, con- 
sisting of an outer membrane or envelope, with 
a gelatiniform fluid in its interior, which, under 
certain circumstances, is capable of becoming 
granular, and of escaping from the envelope in 
the form of small globules, the general num- 
ber from each dise being about six or seven; 
and that the discs may present either a bi-con- 
vex or bi-concave surface: the latter form be- 
ing by far the most common, 

The author has hitherto failed in making out 
the existence of a central spot or nucleus, as 
usually described, He declines stating for the 
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present what he has ascertained the contained 
globules to be, intending to lay before the so- 
ciety, at some future period, not only this, but 
also an account of the important part played 
by them in some of the effects of inflammation. 
The author describes, at considerable length, 
the appearances presented by the granules, both 
in the act of escaping from the dises and after- 
wards, pointing out the confirmation furnished 
by his observations of the correctness of the 
description given by Leuwenhoeck, of the ap- 
pearance presented by the globules of blood; 
that distinguished observer having described 
each disc as composed of six smaller ones.— 
The author’s description was illustrated by a 
series of drawings of the discs and granules, 
as seen in the microscope.—Lond, Med. Gaz. 





Remarkable Case of Secondary Syphilis. —A 
man, who had previously suffered from second- 
ary syphilis, for which he had taken a strong 
decoction of sarsaparilla and hemlock pills, a 
year after this treatment, (no secondary symp- 
toms having occurred during the mterval,) was 
suddenly seized with strabismus, without any 
known cause; and it gradually reached such a 
pitch, that both pupils were turned towards 
the nose, whenever he wanted to look either at 
a distant or near object. As he had previously 
suffered from caries of the external bones of the 
nose, I was afraid that a similar disease might 
have arisen in the orbital bones, and that caries 
or exostosis in the orbit produced the phenome- 
non by pressure on the nerves of the eye. As 
the patient refused to go through a course of 
sarsaparilla again, on account of his occupa- 
tion, I prescribed pills of corrosive sublimate, 
beginning with one-tenth of a grain a day, and 
at the same time I placed an antimonial plaster 
on the back of his neck. When about three 
three grains of the sublimate had been taken, 
the strabismus disappeared; it was succeeded 
by unquenchable thirst, and a total cessation of 
the secretion of the skin. The pulse became 
quick, evacuations by stool were difficult, un- 
frequent, and clayey ; the patient lost his appe- 
tite, and the quantity of urine increased so 
much, that thirty ounces were usually evacuat- 
ed in anight. ‘The urine was as clear as wa- 
ter, and without odour, deposited no sediment, 
and, as appeared by chemical analysis, con- 
tained no sugar, Hence it was a case of dia- 
betes insipidus, which had, perhaps, arisen 
from taking cold. Sudorifies, and milk of sul- 
phur to keep the body open, soon removed 
these symptoms, and the patient, who was ra- 
ther attenuated, recovered entirely, and is now 
quite well.—Jbid., from Zeitschrift fiir die ge- 
sammie Medicin, 





Complete Paralysis of the fifth pair on one side 
with complete abolition of sight, hearing, smelling 
and taste on the same side, cured by Galvanism, By 
M. James, Interne at La Charité, —<At the sit- 








ting of the Royal Academy of Medicirlton a, 
2ist of October, 1840, M, James presented t 
young man who had been affected fo, os 
years with paralyis of the fifth pair on oo 
side, which had been cured by the aid of gal. 
vanism. 

The patient was in the wards of M. Andral 
and stated that after neuralgia of the side of 
the face corresponding to the paralysis, which 
Jasted eight days, the paralysis Supervened 
On his admission there was absolute loss of 
sensibility of the whole of the skin receiving 
the three sensitive branches of the fifth pair, 
It was proved that the conjunctiva, the nasal 
and lingual mucous membrane, and thatof the 
cavity of the tympanum on the unaffected side, 
had no tactile sensibility. The special sensi. 
bilities of these four organs were also com. 
pletely abolished on the affected side, ¥, 
James was convinced that the base of the 
tongue did not perceive tastes on the affected 
side, and was not sensible of the contact of a 
body. The muscles receiving the nerves of 
the motor branch were also paralysed, as 
proved by the unequal depression of the jaw, 
with an evident displacement outwards of the 
paralysed side, and impossibility of closing the 
jaws on that side, All these functional disor- 
ders yielded to galvanism applied, in a cov- 
siderable number of sittings, to the different 
points affected. ‘The organs of sense first re- 
covered their sensibility ; the tactile sensibility 
returned afterwards. — Brit. and For, Med. Rev. 
from Gazette Medecalede Paris, 


Extraction of a Prune-stone, which had re- 
mained eleven days in the Air-passages. By M. 
BonneT, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu, at Lyons. 
—The symptoms in this case were convulsive 
cough, with complete remissions. ‘The cough 
increased in severity and continuance; 20d 
eleven days after the accident, death appeared 
so imminent that the parents objecied to an 
operation as useless. The chest was clear on 
percussion, but there was such an absence af 
the respiratory murmur as could only be a 
tributed to some mechanical obstacle to the 
entrance of air to the lung. The signs of ele- 
vation and depression of the foreign body could 
not be recognized. ‘The operation of tracheo- 
tomy was performed in the usual manner, - 
six ligatures had to be applied to vessels 0 
the thyroid gland. The stone was gee 
by forceps, and complete recovery followed. 
The child was eleven years of age.—Ib., from 
Bul. Gen, de Therapeutique. 





Fibres in the walls of the Gall-Bladder.—™. 
Bartu has presented to the Anatomical ovo 
ty of Paris, a dilated gall-bladder, the walls” 
which offered very apparent fibres, interlace 
and having a great resemblance to muscu ar 
bres.—Jbid. from L’ Experience. 
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